
Revised 09/08/23 

SOLE SOURCE CERTIFICATE AND POSTING NOTICE 
(Greater than $150,000) 

A sole source procurement is when you make a request to purchase product(s) and/or service(s) 
without competition when competition is otherwise required. This means that product/service is 
unique and that the supplier is the only supplier that can provide the product or service. In 
accordance with the authority granted under applicable Florida law and UCF Regulation 7.130, the 
following documentation is submitted in support of this request. 

The purchase requisition can be entered into Workday at any point during the process set forth 
herein; however, doing so does not ensure approval of the sole source. 

The completed sole source must be approved in the following order. Please be sure to obtain 
all required signatures before submitting the form to Procurement Services. 

• PI/Researcher/Director/Chair
• President/Vice President/Dean
• Procurement Specialist
• Procurement Services Manager or Associate Director
• Assistant Vice President for Tax, Payables & Procurement, who will review and

provide a recommendation to approve or disapprove the sole source to:
• Chief Financial Officer, who will either directly approve or disapprove the sole source, or

forward it to the Provost and Executive Vice President for goods/services related to
academia for input prior to making the final decision.

Contingent upon the approval of all the officers/individuals listed, the sole source shall be 
posted on the UCF Procurement Services website for seventy-two (72) hours. Upon expiration of 
said posting period, Procurement Services will process a purchase order upon receipt of the 
requisition. 

Once the completed sole source is received, Procurement Services reviews the documentation 
provided and determines whether the sole source is valid or if there are additional suppliers that 
may be able to provide the requested product or service. The sole source review and approval 
process varies based on the nature of the product/service being requested and the information 
provided in the requestor's justification, among other factors, so please keep this in mind when 
submitting the form. 

The usual bidding process shall be conducted if sole source approval is not granted. 

Clear Fields
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Department Name: Contact & Phone: 

Purchase Request No.: Product/Service Cost:
__ One Time Purchase    __Term Contract: __________  
__ Multiple Purchases __ Duration: ______________    

Company Name: Email:

Contact Person: Title:

Product and/or Service:

A. In my professional opinion, this is the only product or service that can reasonably meet my
requirement(s)/specification(s), and this is the only supplier who can provide the product or
service. I further certify that the information contained herein is true and correct to the best of
my knowledge and belief and would withstand any audit or supplier protest.

B. I, the undersigned, certify that I and/or the user do not have a financial interest in the above
named supplier or contractor, and that I am unaware of any conflict of interest related to this
purchase.

Signature Printed Name and Title (PI/Researcher/Director/Chair) Date

Signature Printed Name and Title (President/Vice President/Dean) Date
(Delegations not allowed; emails from absent approvers are acceptable)

I, the undersigned, hereby concur with the above justification and support a sole source approval for 
the above product(s) and/or service(s). Approvals may be documented and supported via email. 

Signature Printed Name and Title (Procurement Specialist) Date

Signature Printed Name and Title Date 
(Procurement Services Manager or Associate Director)

Signature Printed Name and Title
(Asst. Vice President for Tax, Payables & Procurement)

Date

PART I: DEPARTMENT AND SUPPLIER INFORMATION

PART II: SOLE SOURCE JUSTIFICATION (see pages 4-5)
Only justifications submitted on this form and in the below format will be reviewed for approval. 
All of the listed points MUST be fully answered on the following pages and any additional 
attached pages as needed. Failure to submit justification as outlined in the format below will
result in the form being returned without review.

PART III: SOLE SOURCE CERTIFICATIONS

Physics / Nanoscience Technology Dr Tetard / 407-882-0128
Vista One IR PiFM System (Q) (DayLight, No Hole)/$ 415,957.50

x

Molecular Vista, Inc. info@molecularvista.com
Sunny Assaf Salesperson

Vista One IR PiFM System (Q) (DayLight, No Hole)

Laurene
Tetard

Digitally signed by Laurene 
Tetard
Date: 2025.04.01 08:39:24 
-04'00' Laurene Tetard 4/1/2025

Lei Zhai Digitally signed by Lei Zhai 
Date: 2025.06.13 11:53:54 
-04'00' Lei Zhai 6/13/2025

See below email approval 

See below email approval

See below email approval
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Signature Printed Name and Title (Chief Financial Officer) Date 

POSTING NOTICE 

Date/Time Posted Posting End Date UCF Control No. Procurement Specialist 

See below email approval

6/30/2025  /3:00 pm EST 7/3/2025  /3:00pm EST   2514 Trinh Nguyen
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Please answer the questions below and attach additional documentation if needed. 
 

1. Describe the product(s) and/or service(s) and anticipated use thereof in layman’s language.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2. Describe the required specifications or requirements and why are they essential to the accomplishment of 
your work. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Provide the names of other suppliers, products and/or services that you have investigated and explain why 
they do not meet the required specifications or requirements. It may be helpful to present your information 
in a table like the one below.  
 

Required Specifications Supplier 1 Supplier 2 Supplier 3 Supplier 4  
Y/N Y/N Y/N Y/N 

 Y/N Y/N Y/N Y/N 
 

Y/N Y/N Y/N Y/N 
 

Y/N Y/N Y/N Y/N 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. State in detail why only this and no other product(s)/service(s) will satisfy the department’s 
requirements. Description may include unique features, compatibility, specifications, 
availability, delivery time frame etc. (For example, please list the features or special 
conditions that are unique and only available from one supplier. Note: Price is not a valid 
reason.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOLE SOURCE JUSTIFICATION 

The product is an research-grade atomic force microscope equipped with infrared
spectroscopy to study physical and chemical properties of materials at the nanoscale.

The project requires to work under controlled environment, which can be achieved with the
vacuum chamber available with this system. High-performance feedback and closed-loop
sample scanner are important for the project, to ensure high resolution imaging and low
drift. The modularity of the system for research developments is also important to develop
new capabilities.

Bruker AFM-IR and Neaspec are the only two other vendors proposing AFM coupled with
infrared. They do not offer the option of working under inert atmosphere or under vacuum.
Bruker offers the photothermal AFM-IR technology that is needed for the project, but not
neaspec. Bruker's systems are not modular which limits the development that can be done.

1. Metal enclosure for vacuum/inert-atmosphere operation
2. High performance closed-loop sample scanner
3. Dual-z feedback for best near-field nanoscopywithout sacrificing maximum z-scan range
4. Excellent thermal stability –AFM head and sample scanner fabricated out of Invar with
temperature controlled acoustic enclosure. Heating stages available as options.
5. Patented PiFM for the highest spatial resolution
6. Available optical ports for adding custom optical techniques
7. Non-contact bulk-sensitive (~ 500 nm) and surface-sensitive (top ~ 20 nm) modes



Revised 09/08/23  

 
4. Are there resellers or distributors? If yes, please list names and contact information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Will this purchase obligate UCF to this vendor for future purchases such as maintenance, 

licensing, or continuing need?    ___ Yes   ___ No    

 
If yes, please provide details regarding future obligations and/or needs to include number of 
years and total spending amount of obligations: 

 

 

 

6. What efforts have been made to obtain the best pricing available? Please provide an explanation to 
support the belief that the price is fair and reasonable. 

The order is placed directly to Molecular Vista

x

there is no maintenance contract with this instrument, we will work with the company until
the warranty expires, and they will provide information as needed after this. Repairs will be
done as needed, most often by the PI.

The Bruker system is price over 500k (up to 800k or more), and does not offer the
environment control and modular design

The price of 420k was negociated to fit the budget. It is below market price.
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Quotation # 25067

DESCRIPTION QUANTITY

UNIT

PRICE TAXES AMOUNT

Vista One IR PiFM System (Q) (DayLight, No Hole)

Vista One AFM Platform consisting of:

* Vista One Controller for AFM and PiFM with Controller Cables

* Vista One Optical AFM Frame

* XY Motorized Stage w/encoders

* XYZ Scanner w/Cap Sensors

* AFM Head with integrated Parabolic Mirror and 3D Stage

* Top Optics with 20X Objective Lens

* Frame Cables

* 10 Cantilevers

* Broadly tunable mid-IR QCL (~770 - ~1840 cm-1)

1.00 Units 396,236.00 $ 396,236.00

[MPXM0000-A] Medium Laser Multiplexer (Used with QCL)

Medium Laser Multiplexer

* Couples to an IR Laser Source for computer control

* Options: Up to two extra computer-controlled ports and polarization

switcher (P/S)

1.00 Units 17,966.00 $ 17,966.00

[ACST0000-C] Temperature Controlled Acoustic Chamber 1.00 Units 11,117.00 $ 11,117.00

University of Central Florida, Laurene Tetard

4353 Scorpius Street, Ste 217

Research 1

Orlando FL 32816

United States

Quotation Date:

04/01/2025

Expiration:

08/01/2025

Salesperson:

Peyton Carroll
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Seeing Molecules in Color 1



[M-P-0181-C] Accurion 810039 i4 M6/25 tabletop active vibration

isolation system with M6 threaded hole pattern

1.00 Units 10,821.00 $ 10,821.00

[DAIR0000-A] Dry Air Filtration System (240V)

Generates dry-air by filtration of compressed air (to be supplied by

customer)

1.00 Units 4,900.00 $ 4,900.00

Installation and Training - 5 days with MVI engineer

Installation and Training - Includes 5 days of installation and training with

MVI engineer

1.00 Units 7,656.00 $ 7,656.00

Options

DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE

[ODFG0000-A] OPO/DFG Tunable IR Laser

OPO/DFG Laser

Single housing tunable picosecond laser

• 87 MHz ± 5 MHz PRR

• ~8 ps pulse duration

• DFG range from 589 cm-1 to 2080 cm-1

(4.8 μm – 17 μm)

• Idler range from 2245 cm-1 to 4385 cm-1

(2.28 μm – 4.45 μm)

• Signal range from 5000 cm-1 to 7000 cm-1

(1.4 μm – 2.0 μm)

• Integrated AOM included

• AOM modulation in the 70 kHz – 2 MHz range

$ 306,240.00

Total $ 448,696.00

Molecular Vista, Inc.

Tel: 408.915.2595

info@molecularvista.com

https://www.molecularvista.com
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[ECVR0000-C] Environmental Chamber Cover

* Metal cover for sample/tip region for purging;

* Required for humidity control option; 

* Proper window to provide compatibility with top optics;

* Vacuum accessories included (For purge/humidity version);

* Scroll pump (a separate option) is recommended for pumping.

$ 3,712.00

[SCRP0000-A] Scroll Pump

Dry scroll pump, tubing, and accessories. Pump environmental enclosure down to 100 mTorr within 10

minutes.

$ 9,188.00

DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE

Equipment Warranty: Molecular Vista warrants for one year that equipment manufactured by Molecular Vista will be free of

defects in workmanship and materials. During the Equipment Warranty period Molecular Vista will service, adjust, or replace

any non-conforming part(s) under this Equipment Warranty at no charge to the customer.

Payment Terms: 40/50/10, PO/Delivery/Acceptance

Shipping Terms: FOB San Jose, CA

Delivery: < 18 weeks

Molecular Vista, Inc.

Tel: 408.915.2595

info@molecularvista.com
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408.915.2595
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Molecular Vista, Inc.

6840 Via Del Oro

Suite 110

San Jose California 95119

United States

Seeing Molecules in Color 3


	SS 2514
	Re_ C0130931_Vista One IR PiFM System - Trinh Nguyen - Outlook
	UCF - Quotation - 25067



